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Preparing them today to secure a successful

and productive tomorrow

A skilled, productive workforce is essential
for a strong Ohio economy. High-quality
early childhood education (ECE) supports
this workforce now and into the future.

Children in Ohio’

« 2,568,641 children (under the age of 18)
live in the state;

« 466,000 children (18 percent) live in
poverty (about $26,000 or less for a family
of four);

. 37 percent of children live in a household
with only one parent.

Early Childhood

« 69 percent of Ohio children under the age
of 6 have both or their only parent in the
workforce;?

« Only 14 percent of 3-year-olds and 26 .
percent of 4-year-olds are enrolled in
state-funded pre-kindergarten, Head Start
or a special education preschool
program;?

. 39 percent of Ohio’s population lives in a
child care desert where there are more
than three children under age 5 for every
licensed child care slot.* The lack of
affordable, quality child care for just
infants and toddlers costs Ohio an
estimated $1.7 billion annually.®
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School Age

More than half of Ohio fourth and eighth
graders score below proficient in both
math and reading on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP).

18 percent of Ohio
students do not
graduate on time with
a high school diploma
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College & Career Readiness Readiness Benchmarks in all core areas:
English, reading, mathematics and

« 18 percent of Ohio students do not _
science.?

graduate on time with a high school
diploma;’ High-quality ECE benefits the current
workforce by allowing parents to remain
employed, confident that their children are
in nurturing environments that support brain
development and early learning. Research
demonstrates that high quality ECE also

— 27 percent of Hispanic students do bolsters academic outcomes that help

. Graduation rates are worse for youth of
color:®

— 31 percent of African American
students do not graduate on time;

not graduate on time. develop the future workforce.™
. Of 2019 high school graduates in Ohio, Policymakers must continue to invest in
only 23 percent met ACT College quality ECE for Ohio’s children.
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ReadyNation | Business. Kids. Workforce.
Business executives building a skilled workforce by promoting solutions that prepare children to succeed in
education, work, and life.

Council for a Strong America is a national, bipartisan nonprofit that unites membership organizations, including
law enforcement leaders, retired admirals and generals, and business executives, that promote solutions that
ensure our next generation of Americans will be successful, productive members of society.
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