FIGHT CRIME:
INVEST IN KIDS

COUNCIL FOR A STRONG AMERICA

March 23, 2021
Dear Legislator —

We are police chiefs, sheriffs and prosecutors who are members of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, a
group of law enforcement leaders who advocate for programs to help kids succeed. Our members
have consistently asked the state legislature to pursue smart investments in youth that will benefit
our communities by reducing crime, setting kids up for success, and saving taxpayer dollars.
Over the past year, we have seen the COVID pandemic greatly exacerbate the challenges facing
children and their families. It has highlighted the need for investments like high-quality child
care, home visiting programs, and afterschool and out-of-school time care programs. Whether it
be providing learning opportunities to nourish brain development, helping parents get back to
work, mentoring new parents, or making sure that kids are being productive and staying out of
trouble during the afterschool hours, we encourage state legislators to make smart investments
for proven programs that will benefit our kids for life. That’s good for taxpayers and great for
public safety.

We, the undersigned law enforcement leaders, therefore urge you to consider the following
crime-prevention priorities as part of the passage of the FY21 supplemental budget and when
negotiating the Fiscal Year 2022 budget.

1. Child care — particularly for infants and toddlers - is important for setting kids up
for success and as a support for working families. Yet, Michigan’s child care system did
not meet the needs of families who struggle to both access care and afford it when it’s
available. Infant care in a center averages $10,287 per year, nearly the cost for public college
tuition. Additionally, nearly half of Michigan’s population live in a child care desert and only
half of children eligible for subsidies are currently in care. Infant and toddler child care is
especially important because it's a critical time for brain development and lays the foundation
for later learning.

Currently, child care reimbursement rates fail to provide adequate pay for
providers. The current financing system for child care is not sustainable because it
does not cover providers’ actual costs, or ensure adequate wages for child care
workers. Provider reimbursement rate increases and payment reforms could remedy
this.

Many of our most disadvantaged families do not qualify for state-supported
quality care due to low eligibility rates for subsidies. Michigan’s eligibility
threshold is one of the lowest in the country. Increasing it to 200% of poverty would
expand eligibility to almost 150,000 more children statewide.

2. Home visiting programs provide parents of young children with coaching, support,
and resources that lead to safer outcomes. Some programs, like the Nurse Family
Partnership (NFP) have been shown to reduce child abuse and neglect and reduce crime in
the long-run. They also lead to better health outcomes and therefore save money in the long-
run. There are eight types of home visiting programs in Michigan, including NFP. They help
Michigan parents to succeed so that their kids will as well. $7.3 million in state funding
would expand evidence-based home visiting program slots to 1,000 new families with
children born at-risk of substance abuse.
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3. High-quality afterschool and summer learning programs have a proven record of
lowering crime, improving behavior and increasing academic success. As we look to
recover from the COVID-19 crisis, out-of-school programs will be essential to reopening and
can help children catch up, be productive, and stay out of trouble. Utilizing supplemental
funds for direct relief to these programs and then further expanding funding for these
programs in both the FY21 and FY?22 budget could be very impactful. However, funding
must be directed to out-of-school-time programming immediately so that summer programs
can be ready and accessible to students when we will need them the most. If legislators
sought to grow funding to a level that would ensure access for students statewide, projections
show that it would cost at least 360 million.

Rather than waiting to arrest, prosecute, and incarcerate more people, we should invest early in
solutions that can prevent crime now. We hope the legislature will consider these outcomes when
making important budget decisions now and as they deliberate the FY22 budget. Thank you for
your hard work on behalf of Michigan’s children and families.

Sincerely,

Thomas Weichel
Prosecuting Attorney

Alcona County Prosecutors
Office

Joel Jett
Chief of Police
Alpena Police Department

Sara Swanson

Prosecuting Attorney
Benzie County Prosecutors
Office

Daniel Unruh
Chief of Police
Bridgman Police Department

Craig Oatten

Chief of Police

Carrollton Township Police
Department

Robert Stratton

Prosecuting Attorney
Chippewa County Prosecutors
Office

Myrene Koch

Prosecuting Attorney
Allegan County Prosecutors
Office

Jim Mosciski
Sheriff
Arenac County Sheriff's Office

C John Pollack
Sheriff
Branch County Sheriff's Office

Kevin Epling
Violence Survivor
Bully Police USA

Paul Myszenski

Director

Center Line Department Of
Public Safety

Scott Jennings

Chief of Police

Chocolay Township Police
Department

Steven Kieliszewski
Sheriff
Alpena County Sheriff's Office

Troy Cunningham
Sheriff
Bay County Sheriff's Office

David Duffett

Chief of Police

Bridgeport Township Police
Department

David Gilbert

Prosecuting Attorney
Calhoun County Prosecutors
Office

Gerard Doan
Chief of Police
Charlevoix Police Department

Michelle Ambrozaitis
Prosecuting Attorney
Clare County Prosecutors
Office



Jamie Zecman
Chief of Police
Clio City Police Department

Janet Burt
Violence Survivor
Crime Survivor Network

James Craig
Chief of Police
Detroit Police Department

Thomas Reich
Sheriff
Eaton County Sheriff's Office

Robert LaMarche
Director

Escanaba Department of
Public Safety

David Leyton

Prosecuting Attorney
Genesee County Prosecutors
Office

Noelle Moeggenberg
Prosecuting Attorney
Grand Traverse County
Prosecutor's Office

Tressa Beltran
Chief of Police
Hartford Police Department

Michael Reese
Chief of Police
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority Police Department
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Sierra Koch

Prosecuting Attorney
Crawford County Prosecutors
Office

Rick Freeman

Chief of Police

Davison Township Police
Department

Lisa Richards
Prosecuting Attorney

Dickinson County Prosecutor's
Office

James Linderman
Prosecuting Attorney
Emmet County Prosecutors
Office

Jason Slater
Chief of Police
Fenton Police Department

Brian Hill

Chief of Police

Gerrish Township Police
Department

Keith Kushion

Prosecuting Attorney
Gratiot County Prosecutors
Office

Brian McLean
Sheriff
Houghton County Sheriff's Office

Carol Siemon

Prosecuting Attorney
Ingham County Prosecutors
Office

Lyn Timmerman
Violence Survivor
Crime Survivor Network

Ronald Haddad
Chief of Police
Dearborn Police Department

Doug Lloyd
Prosecuting Attorney

Eaton County Prosecutors
Office

Peter Wallin
Sheriff
Emmet County Sheriff's Office

Donald Mawer

Chief of Police
Frankenmuth Police
Department

Rebecca Whitman

Chief of Police

Grand Rapids Community
College Police Department

Juan Salazar
Chief of Police
Hart Police Department

Timothy Rutkowski
Prosecuting Attorney

Huron County Prosecutors
Office

Scott Wriggelsworth
Sheriff

Ingham County Sheriff's Office



Kyle Butler
Prosecuting Attorney

Ionia County Prosecutors
Office

Mark Valesano
Sheriff
Iron County Sheriff's Office

Jeffrey Getting
Prosecuting Attorney
Kalamazoo County
Prosecutors Office

Scott McKee

Chief of Police
Lathrup Village Police
Department

Mike Borkovich

Sheriff

Leelanau County Sheriff's
Office

Anthony Wickersham
Sheriff

Macomb County Sheriff's
Office

Matthew Wiese
Prosecuting Attorney

Marquette County Prosecutors
Office

Robert Stevenson

Executive Director

Michigan Association of Chiefs
of Police

Andrea Krause
Prosecuting Attorney

Montcalm County Prosecutors
Office

Jim Millin
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Troy Thomas

Director

Ionia Department of Public
Safety

Michael Main
Sheriff
Isabella County Sheriff's Office

Richard Fuller

Sheriff

Kalamazoo County Sheriff's
Office

Jeff Mack
Chief of Police
Lawton Police Department

Scott Sutter
Chief of Police
Linden Police Department

Corey Haines

Chief of Police

Madison Heights Police
Department

Greg Zyburt

Sheriff

Marquette County Sheriff's
Office

Jdee Brooks
Prosecuting Attorney

Midland County Prosecutors
Office

Michael Williams

Sheriff

Montcalm County Sheriff's
Office

Jon Gale

Allan MacGregor
Sheriff
Iosco County Sheriff's Office

Jerry Jarzynka

Prosecuting Attorney
Jackson County Prosecutors
Office

Michelle LaJoye-Young
Sheriff
Kent County Sheriff's Office

Joseph Hubbell
Prosecuting Attorney

Leelanau County Prosecutors
Office

Mike Murphy

Sheriff

Livingston County Sheriff's
Office

Michael Shadbolt

Chief of Police

Madison Township Police
Department

Kim Cole
Sheriff
Mason County Sheriff's Office

Nicole Ford
Chief of Police
Midland Police Department

Robert Mendham

Sheriff

Newaygo County Sheriff's
Office

Craig Mast



Chief of Police
Niles Police Department

Joe George

Chief of Police
Orchard Lake Police
Department

Matthew Breed
Director

Petoskey Public Safety
Department

William Lux

Chief of Police
Pokagon Tribal Police
Department

William Federspiel

Sheriff

Saginaw County Sheriff's
Office

Robert Shelide

Chief of Police

Shelby Township Police
Department

Thomas Bringman
Chief of Police
Three Rivers Police
Department

Daniel Abbott

Sheriff

Van Buren County Sheriff's
Office

Michael Patton

Chief of Police

West Bloomfield Township
Police Department
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Chief of Police

Norton Shores Police Department

Kevin Grace
Sheriff
Oscoda County Sheriff's Office

Matthew Harshberger
Director

Pittsfield Township Public Safety

Department

David Boone

Chief of Police
Roosevelt Park Police
Department

Robert Ruth
Chief of Police
Saginaw Police Department

Brian BeGole

Sheriff

Shiawassee County Sheriff's
Office

Mark Reene
Prosecuting Attorney

Tuscola County Pros Attorney's
Office

Jerry Clayton

Sheriff

Washtenaw County Sheriff's
Office

Scott Merlo
Chief of Police
Western Michigan University

Sheriff
Oceana County Sheriff's Office

Steve Kempker
Sheriff
Ottawa County Sheriff's Office

Bill Bomar

Director

Plainwell Department Of
Public Safety

John McColgan
Prosecuting Attorney

Saginaw County Prosecutors
Office

Donald Pussehl

Chief of Police

Saginaw Township Police
Department

Darrin Wright

Chief of Police

South Rockwood Police
Department

Glen Skrent
Sheriff
Tuscola County Sheriff's Office

Kym Worthy
Prosecuting Attorney

Wayne County Prosecutors
Office



